MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
between "Francia" and Spain.1 Yet Spain was extremely pros*
perous. It is said that the port of Almeria was provided with
hostelries in the year 970. The only imports from Gaul of which
we have mention were those of slaves; brought, no doubt, by
pirates, and also by the Jews of Verdun.
In this direction, then, international trade was dead after the
beginning of the 8th century. The only trade that had managed
to survive was the hawking of articles of value of Eastern origin,
and this was carried on by the Jews. It is doubtless to this that
Theodulf alludes.
There may perhaps have been a certain amount of traffic between
Bordeaux and Great Britain,2 but this in any case was of Me
importance. Thus all the sources are in agreement.
We have already seen that the importation of papyrus, spices,
and silks into "Francia" had ceased. There was no commercial
intercourse between "Francia" and Islam. What Lippmann says
concerning the manufacture of sugar, which was spreading through
the south of Italy, but did not reach the north of the peninsula
before the I2th century, is conclusive.8 The Greeks of Italy might
have served as intermediaries, but they did not do so; why, is only
too comprehensible.4
The class of wealthy merchants had disappeared. Here and there
we find mention of a wercator5 or a negotiator, but there were no
such professional merchants as existed in the Merovingian epoch;
no men of affairs who gave land to the churches and succoured
the poor; no capitalists who farmed the taxes and lent money to
1 iivi-pROVEN£AL, UEspagne musulmane au Xe stick, 1932, p. 183, observes
that Languedoc was doubtless tributary to the Musulman industries of Spain
in the loth century, "but the absolute lack of documents on the subject
unhappily forbids us to do more than conjecture."
a thompson, An Economic and Social History of the Middle Ages, 1928, p. 334.
8 iippmann, Gesciiichte des Zuckers, 2nd ed., 1929, p. 283.
 *	Jhe.Monk of Saint-Gall records that Louis the Pious used to give
preciosissima.vestimenta to the great officers of his palace on the occasion of
great festivals. Were they of silk? Cf. R, harpkb, Die Herkunft derfriesischen
Gwebe, hansische geschjcht^biaetter, vol. XII, 1906, p. 309.
 *	b. $ABBE,;Qt^we$,fyp« de marchands des IX* et X'Jicles, wyip
, voL XIII, 1934, pp. 176-187.

